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 New Generation of
Waffle Slabs
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History and Architecture

According to the tradition of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church, Saint Thaddeus, also 
known as Saint Jude, (not to be confused 
with Judas Iscariot), evangelized the region 
of Armenia and Persia. Thaddeus suffered 
martyrdom in Armenia, according to the 
same tradition, and is revered as an apostle 
of the Armenian Church. Legend has it that 
a church dedicated to him was first built on 
the present site in AD 68. Little remains of 
the monastery’s original structure, as it was 
extensively rebuilt after an earthquake dam-
aged it in 1319. Nevertheless, some of the 
parts surrounding the altar apse date from 
the 10th century. Much of the present struc-
ture dates from 1811, when the Qajar prince 
Abbas Mirza aided renovations and repairs. 
Simeon, Father Superior of the monastery, 
added a large narthex-like western exten-
sion to the church. The structure duplicates 
the design of the Etchmiadzin Cathedral, the 
mother church of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church. The 19th century additions were 
constructed from carved sandstone.The ear-
liest sections are of black and white stone, 
hence its Turkic name Qara Kilse, meaning 
“the Black Church. In July 2008, the Monas-
tery of Saint Thaddeus was added to UNE-
SCO’s World Heritage List, along with two 
other Armenian monuments located in the 
same province, the Monastery of Saint Ste-
panos and the Chapel of Dzordzor.



The Monastery of Saint Thaddeus is extreme-
ly isolated in every sense of the word. It is 
located in the extreme northeastern corner 
of Iran close to the borders of Armenia, Azer-
baijan and Turkey. The setting is as Biblical as 
one can be imagine. Rolling hills, dotted with 
tents and sheep, surround the place. Nothing 
is left of the original shrine, or any other struc-
ture on the site, prior to the 10th century. The 
current monastery predominantly dates from 
the 19th century restoration.
The monastic compound consists of a rect-
angular fortified wall surrounding a beau-
tiful Armenian-style church. The church 
building incorporates several of the mon-
astery facilities, and there is little in the way 
of outbuildings. Despite its relatively small 
size, the church has virtually no architectur-
al competition and absolutely dominates 
the surrounding plain. The exact site of the 
burial of Thaddeus the Apostle is unknown. 
The Saint Thaddeus Monastery is very far off 
the beaten path. The closest town is Maku, 
about ten miles away, and the nearest major 
city is Yerevan in Armenia. However, daytrips 
from Armenia are next to impossible due to 
the difficult border crossing.  The nearest ma-
jor city in Iran is Tabriz, more than a hundred 
miles away, and also difficult for a daytrip.

MONASTERY OF 
ST. THADDEUS
The Monastery of Saint Thaddeus 
(Armenian: 	– Surb Tadeosi vank) 
is an ancient Armenian monastery in the mountainous area
of West Azerbaijan Province, Iran.

Matthew Yousefiyan
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Buckling Restrained Braces

Altin Yole Tabriz
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